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(57) ABSTRACT

A hydrogen fuel dispenser includes a pre-cooling circuit, a
hydrogen fuel storage for storing hydrogen fuel, a nozzle for
dispensing hydrogen fuel to a receptacle, and a fueling line
connecting the hydrogen fuel storage to the nozzle for
communicating hydrogen fuel from the hydrogen fuel stor-
age to the nozzle. The pre-cooling circuit is provided to cool
hydrogen fuel in the fueling line, and includes a pre-cooling
line connected to the fueling line downstream from the
hydrogen fuel storage, and a flow-path selector provided at
a connection between the fueling line and the pre-cooling
line. The flow-path selector selectively: blocks hydrogen
fuel flow between the fueling line and the pre-cooling line
while opening hydrogen fuel flow between the fueling line
and a nozzle line of the nozzle; and opens hydrogen fuel
flow between the fueling line and the pre-cooling line.

11 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
HYDROGEN FUEL DISPENSER WITH
PRE-COOLING CIRCUIT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional patent
application, Ser. No. 61/786,982, filed Mar. 15, 2013, the
contents of which are hereby incorporated in full by refer-
ence.

BACKGROUND

Hydrogen fuel dispensers at hydrogen fuel filling stations
are provided to dispense hydrogen fuel to a receptacle. For
example, hydrogen fuel dispensers may dispense hydrogen
fuel to a hydrogen fuel tank provided in a vehicle (automo-
bile) configured to operate using the hydrogen fuel as a fuel
source.

When performing a fueling operation, the hydrogen fuel
dispenser may control the fueling in a manner that prevents
the hydrogen fuel tank from overheating (to a temperature
exceeding 85° C.) and/or from overfilling (to a pressure
exceeding 125% of normal working pressure (NWP)). The
control of the fueling operation by the hydrogen fuel dis-
penser may be influenced by a temperature of the hydrogen
fuel at the outset of fueling. Accordingly, control of the
fueling operation may be facilitated by having the tempera-
ture of the hydrogen fuel at the outset of fueling fall within
a desired or predictable range.

However, the temperature of the hydrogen fuel at the
outset of fueling may vary since the hydrogen fuel dispenser
may be susceptible to heating between hydrogen fuel fills. In
this regard, the hydrogen fuel dispenser may include com-
ponents, such as those components through which hydrogen
fuel flows, that are exposed to an external environment.
When the hydrogen fuel dispenser is not used for a period of
time, the components of the hydrogen fuel dispenser may
warm up. This warming may be a result of the sun hitting the
hydrogen fuel dispenser or the ambient temperature sur-
rounding the hydrogen fuel dispenser, especially in warm
climate locations. The heating of the hydrogen fuel dis-
penser may heat the hydrogen fuel, which may affect cal-
culations performed by the hydrogen fuel dispenser when
controlling the fueling operation of filling the hydrogen fuel
tank (receptacle).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

According to one aspect, a hydrogen fuel dispenser
includes a nozzle, a fueling line, a pre-cooling line, and a
flow-path selector. The nozzle is for dispensing hydrogen
fuel to a receptacle and includes a nozzle line through which
hydrogen fuel is dispensed to the receptacle. The fueling line
connects the nozzle line to a hydrogen fuel storage for
communicating hydrogen fuel from the hydrogen fuel stor-
age to the nozzle line. The pre-cooling line is connected to
the fueling line downstream from the hydrogen fuel storage
for pre-cooling hydrogen fuel. The flow-path selector is
provided at a connection between the fueling line and the
pre-cooling line. The flow-path selector selectively blocks
hydrogen fuel flow between the fueling line and the pre-
cooling line while opening hydrogen fuel flow between the
fueling line and the nozzle line, and opens hydrogen fuel
flow between the fueling line and the pre-cooling line.

According to another aspect, a pre-cooling controller is
provided for a hydrogen fuel dispenser having a fueling line
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connecting a hydrogen fuel storage and a nozzle line of a
nozzle for dispensing hydrogen fuel to a receptacle, a
pre-cooling circuit including a pre-cooling line connected to
the fueling line at a position downstream from the hydrogen
fuel storage, and a flow-path selector provided at a connec-
tion between the fueling line and the pre-cooling line. The
flow-path selector selectively blocks hydrogen fuel flow
between the fueling line and the pre-cooling line while
opening hydrogen fuel flow between the fueling line and the
nozzle line, and opens hydrogen fuel flow between the
fueling line and the pre-cooling line. The pre-cooling con-
troller includes a condition detector and a flow-path selector
controller. The condition detector detects a predetermined
hydrogen fuel dispenser condition. The flow-path selector
controller controls the flow-path selector to: open hydrogen
fuel flow between the fueling line and the pre-cooling line
when the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition
is detected by the condition detector; and otherwise block
hydrogen fuel flow between the fueling line and the pre-
cooling line while opening hydrogen fuel flow between the
fueling line and the nozzle line.

According to another aspect, a method is provided for
pre-cooling hydrogen fuel in a hydrogen fuel dispenser that
includes a pre-cooling circuit in the hydrogen fuel dispenser.
The pre-cooling circuit includes a pre-cooling line con-
nected to a fueling line of the hydrogen fuel dispenser at a
position on the fueling line downstream from a hydrogen
fuel storage and upstream from a nozzle line of a nozzle for
dispensing hydrogen fuel to a receptacle, and a flow-path
selector provided at a connection between the pre-cooling
line and the fueling line. The method includes detecting
whether a predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition
exists. The method further includes controlling the flow-path
selector to open hydrogen fuel flow between the fueling line
and the pre-cooling line when the predetermined hydrogen
fuel dispenser condition is detected to exist, and otherwise
controlling the flow-path selector to block hydrogen fuel
flow between the fueling line and the pre-cooling line while
opening hydrogen fuel flow between the fueling line and the
nozzle line.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The figures depict various embodiments for purposes of
illustration only. One skilled in the art will readily recognize
from the following discussion that alternative embodiments
of the structures and methods illustrated herein may be
employed without departing from the principles of the
embodiments described herein.

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of an exemplary hydro-
gen fuel dispenser which includes a pre-cooling circuit in
accordance with one embodiment of the present application.

FIG. 2 is a block schematic showing an exemplary
pre-cooling controller of the dispenser shown in FIG. 1 in
accordance with one embodiment of the present application.

FIG. 3 is a schematic illustration of an exemplary hydro-
gen fuel dispenser which includes a pre-cooling circuit
which feeds hydrogen fuel to various portions of the hydro-
gen fuel dispenser in accordance with one embodiment of
the present application.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments are now described with reference to the
figures where like reference numbers indicate identical or
functionally similar elements.
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Referring to FIG. 1, a hydrogen fuel dispenser 100
(hereinafter, “dispenser 100”) includes a pre-cooling circuit
102 for cooling hydrogen fuel between hydrogen fuel fills.
In this regard, when hydrogen fuel flows through the hydro-
gen fuel dispenser 100, it can cool the components of the
hydrogen fuel dispenser through which it flows. Accord-
ingly, the pre-cooling circuit 102 is provided to circulate the
hydrogen fuel in the hydrogen fuel dispenser between
hydrogen fuel fills so as to cool and/or prevent the heating
of the hydrogen fuel and/or the components of the dispenser
100.

The dispenser 100 may include a hydrogen fuel storage
104, a nozzle 106, and a fueling line 108. The dispenser 100
may also include a pre-cooling circuit 102, which may
include a pre-cooling line 110, a flow-path selector 112, a
back-flow valve 114, a catch tank 116, a compressor 118,
and a pre-cooling controller 120. The dispenser 100 may
also include a temperature sensor 122 in the fueling line 108,
and a breakaway 124 which engages the fueling line 108 and
the pre-cooling line 110.

The hydrogen fuel storage 104 may include one or more
tanks in which hydrogen fuel is stored at high pressure. In
the configuration shown in FIG. 1, the hydrogen fuel storage
104 communicates with the fueling line 108. The below
description describes the fueling line 108 as communicating
directly with the hydrogen fuel storage 104. However, the
fueling line 108 may not directly communicate with the
hydrogen fuel storage 104.

For example, the hydrogen fuel storage 104 may also
communicate with a hydrogen fuel source (not shown),
which may be a large storage for hydrogen fuel. The
hydrogen fuel storage 104 may communicate with the
fueling line 108 in parallel with the hydrogen fuel source,
with the hydrogen fuel storage 104 and the hydrogen fuel
source each independently communicating with the fueling
line 108. Alternatively, the hydrogen fuel storage 104 may
communicate with the fueling line 108 in series with the
hydrogen fuel source, with one of the hydrogen fuel source
or the hydrogen fuel storage 104 feeding into the other,
which then feeds into the fueling line 108.

The nozzle 106 may take the form of any element which
is capable of engaging a receptacle (e.g., a vehicle hydrogen
fuel tank) for dispensing hydrogen fuel to the receptacle.
The nozzle 106 may include a nozzle line 126 with an output
end provided to dispense hydrogen fuel at a portion of the
nozzle 106 configured to be received in or at an opening of
the receptacle.

The fueling line 108 may be a conduit which connects the
hydrogen fuel storage 104 to the nozzle 106. The fueling line
108 may take the form of one or more hoses, or any other
elements capable of connecting the hydrogen fuel storage
104 to the nozzle 106 such that hydrogen fuel from the
hydrogen fuel storage 104 is communicated to the nozzle
106 for dispensing to the receptacle. The fueling line 108
may connect to the hydrogen fuel storage 104 at a first end
thereof, and to the nozzle 106 and nozzle line 126 at a
second end thereof. The fueling line 108 may connect to the
nozzle line 126 at a position within the nozzle 106. The
fueling line 108 thereby allows hydrogen fuel to flow from
the hydrogen fuel storage 104 to the nozzle 106 and nozzle
line 126 for dispensing into the receptacle.

The breakaway 124 may be provided along the fueling
line 108 between the first and second ends thereof. For
engagement with breakaway 124, the fueling line 108 may
include two portions: a first portion 128 extending between
the hydrogen fuel storage 104 and the breakaway 124; and
a second portion 130 extending between the breakaway 124
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and the nozzle 106. Each of the first and second portions
128, 130 of the fueling line 108 may be connected to the
breakaway via fittings, etc., which are not shown in the
drawings. The first and second portions 128, 130 of the
fueling line 108 may be two separate pieces or two portions
of a single conduit (e.g. a single hose), or may be two
separate conduits joined to one another. The fueling line 108
defines a continuous conduit through the breakaway, so that
even if provided as two separate pieces (i.e., the first and
second portions 128, 130 are separate pieces), the two pieces
connect to define a continuous conduit.

The temperature sensor 122 may be provided along the
fueling line 108 at a position within or in the vicinity of the
breakaway 124. The temperature sensor 122 may take the
form of any temperature sensing element, and may sense the
temperature of at least one of the hydrogen fuel in the
fueling line 108, the fueling line 108, the nozzle 106, the
breakaway 124, and any fittings used to connect these
elements to one another. In this regard, the temperature
sensor 122 may include a plurality of temperature sensing
elements (which may all be the same or different types of
temperature sensing elements).

During a fueling operation, hydrogen fuel from the hydro-
gen fuel storage 104 may be communicated (i.e., flow) to the
nozzle 106 via the fueling line 108, and dispensed to the
receptacle from the nozzle 106. To perform the fueling
operation, a user engages the nozzle 106 with the receptacle,
and initiates hydrogen fuel dispensing from the nozzle 106
by, e.g., actuating a fueling button. The particular details of
the hydrogen fuel dispensing are not described herein. It is
to be appreciated that the dispenser 100 may include com-
ponents and controllers not illustrated in the drawings or
described herein for the purpose of performing and control-
ling the fueling operation. Once the hydrogen fuel dispens-
ing is completed, the user disengages the nozzle 106 from
the receptacle and the fueling operation is thereby discon-
tinued.

Upon discontinuation of the fueling operation, hydrogen
fuel may remain in the fueling line 108. As the hydrogen fuel
flows through the fueling line 108 during the fueling opera-
tion, it can cool the fueling line 108, the breakaway 124, the
nozzle 106, and any fittings used to connect these elements
to one another. As time passes without a subsequent fueling
operation, the fueling line 108, the breakaway 124, the
nozzle 106, the fittings, and the hydrogen fuel within these
elements may be heated by the sun or the ambient environ-
ment. As noted above, this may especially be the case in
warm climates.

The fittings used to connect the fueling line 108 to the
breakaway 124 may have a lot of heat mass, and therefore
may be susceptible to heating by the sun or the ambient
environment. Furthermore, while the nozzle 106 and fueling
line 108 may be covered with a rubber sheath, the rubber
sheath may be black and therefore susceptible to absorbing
heat. The heating of the fueling line 108, the breakaway 124,
the nozzle 106, and the fittings may result in a heating of the
hydrogen fuel which is in the fueling line 108 or which
passes through the fueling line 108 at a beginning stage of
the fueling operation. This heating may affect the calcula-
tions performed during controlled operation of the dispenser
100.

As noted above, to prevent this heating of the fueling line
108, the breakaway 124, the nozzle 106, the fittings, and the
hydrogen fuel between fueling operations, the dispenser 100
may be provided with the pre-cooling circuit 102. Generally,
the pre-cooling circuit 102 circulates hydrogen fuel to effect
a cooling of the hydrogen fuel, the fueling line 108, the
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breakaway 124, the nozzle 106, and the fittings. By cooling
the hydrogen fuel and/or the components of the dispenser
100, the hydrogen fuel temperature at the outset of the
fueling operation may be maintained in a desired range, and
fueling efficiency may be improved (i.e., a time for fueling
while preventing overheating and overfilling may be
reduced).

As shown in FIG. 1, the pre-cooling circuit 102 may
include the pre-cooling line 110, the flow-path selector 112,
the back-flow valve 114, the catch tank 116, the compressor
118, and the pre-cooling controller 120. The pre-cooling line
110 may be formed substantially similarly to the fueling line
108. That is, the pre-cooling line 110 may be a conduit
through which hydrogen fuel passes, and may take the form
of one or more hoses or any other elements capable of
allowing hydrogen fuel to flow therethrough and being
formed in the herein-described manner. The pre-cooling line
110 is connected at a first end to the fueling line 108, and
communicates the fueling line 108 to the hydrogen fuel
storage 104. In this regard, the pre-cooling line 110 may be
connected at a second end to the hydrogen fuel storage 104,
as shown in FIG. 1, may be indirectly connected to the
hydrogen fuel storage 104, or may be otherwise connected
to communicate hydrogen fuel back into the fueling line
108.

The pre-cooling line 110 may be connected to the fueling
line 108 at any position downstream from the hydrogen fuel
storage 104. As shown, the pre-cooling line 110 is connected
to the fueling line 108 in the nozzle 106 at a position in the
vicinity of the connection between the fueling line 108 and
the nozzle line 126.

Along the pre-cooling line 110, between the fueling line
108 and the hydrogen fuel storage 104 (or other terminal
point of the pre-cooling line 110), the breakaway 124, the
back-flow valve 114, the catch tank 116, and the compressor
118 are provided. The pre-cooling line 110 may include: a
first portion 132 extending between the fueling line 108 and
the breakaway 124; a second portion 134 extending between
the breakaway 124 and the back-flow valve 114; a third
portion 136 extending between the back-flow valve 114 and
the catch tank 116; a fourth portion 138 extending between
the catch tank 116 and the compressor 118; and a fifth
portion 140 extending between the compressor 118 and the
hydrogen fuel storage 104. Each of the first to fifth portions
132-140 of the pre-cooling line 110 may be conduits through
which hydrogen fuel is communicated from the fueling line
108 to the catch tank 116, the compressor 118, and the
hydrogen fuel storage 104 (or other terminal point of the
pre-cooling line 110). The first to fifth portions 132-140 of
the pre-cooling line 110 may be separate portions which are
joined to the components provided on either end thereof, or
may be parts of a common conduit (e.g., a hose).

The flow-path selector 112 may be provided at the con-
nection between the fueling line 108 and the pre-cooling line
110. The flow-path selector 112 is provided to selectively
block/open communication (hydrogen fuel flow) between
the fueling line 108 and the pre-cooling line 110, and the
fueling line 108 and the nozzle line 126 (the nozzle). In this
regard, the flow-path selector 112 may take the form of any
element or gas flow controlling mechanism capable of
regulating and controlling a flow of hydrogen fuel from the
fueling line 108 to the pre-cooling line 110 and the nozzle
line 126 (the nozzle). For example, the flow-path selector
112 may be a three-way valve.

The flow-path selector 112 is provided to change the
dispenser 100 between a fueling state and a pre-cooling
state. In the fueling state, the flow-path selector 112 opens a
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6

flow-path between the fueling line 108 and the nozzle line
126 (the nozzle) so as to open communication (hydrogen
fuel flow) between the two, and blocks a flow-path between
the fueling line 108 and the pre-cooling line 110 so as to
block communication (hydrogen fuel flow) between the two.
Therefore, in the fueling state hydrogen fuel may flow from
the hydrogen fuel storage 104, through the fueling line 108,
to the nozzle 106 and the nozzle line 126 for dispensing into
the receptacle. Hydrogen fuel is prevented from flowing into
the pre-cooling line 110.

In the pre-cooling state, the flow-path selector 112 opens
the flow-path between fueling line 108 and the pre-cooling
line 110 so as to open communication (hydrogen fuel flow)
between the two. The flow-path selector 112 may also block
communication (hydrogen fuel flow) between the fueling
line 108 and the nozzle line 126 (the nozzle). Therefore, in
the pre-cooling state hydrogen fuel may flow from the
fueling line 108 to the pre-cooling line 110. Hydrogen fuel
may also be prevented from flowing into the nozzle line 126
(the nozzle).

The breakaway 124 may be provided along the pre-
cooling line 110 at a position between the connection to the
fueling line 108 and the back-flow valve 114. Accordingly,
the breakaway 124 may be provided between the first and
second portions 132, 134 of the pre-cooling line 110. Each
of the first and second portions 132, 134 of the pre-cooling
line 110 may be connected to the breakaway 124 via fittings,
etc., which are not shown in the drawings.

The back-flow valve 114 may take the form of any
element, valve, or gas flow controlling element. The back-
flow valve 114 is operable to open and close a flow path
through the pre-cooling line 110 between the second and
third portions 134, 136 of the pre-cooling line 110. The
back-flow valve 114 may be controlled (as described below)
to block the pre-cooling line 110 when the dispenser 100 is
in the fueling state so as to prevent hydrogen fuel from the
fueling line 108 from reaching the catch tank 116, and to
prevent hydrogen fuel from the catch tank 116 from return-
ing to the pre-cooling line 110 and the fueling line 108. The
back-flow valve 114 may be controlled (as described below)
to open the pre-cooling line 110 between the second and
third portions 134, 136 when the dispenser 100 is in the
pre-cooling state.

The catch tank 116 may include one or more tanks in
which hydrogen fuel is stored at low pressure. When the
dispenser 100 is in the pre-cooling state, hydrogen fuel from
the fueling line 108 may be fed through the first, second, and
third portions 132-136 of the pre-cooling line 110 into the
catch tank 116. The hydrogen fuel received in the catch tank
116 is at a low (relatively) pressure. The hydrogen fuel in the
catch tank 116 may, at least temporarily, be stored therein.

The compressor 118 is disposed downstream from the
catch tank 116, compresses hydrogen fuel from the catch
tank 116, and passes the compressed hydrogen fuel to the
hydrogen fuel storage 104. Accordingly, the hydrogen fuel
directed to and stored in the hydrogen fuel storage 104 is at
high pressure. The compressor 118 may take the form of any
element capable of compressing and/or pressurizing a gas
that is suitable for the herein-described dispenser 100 and
pre-cooling circuit 102.

In operation, when the dispenser 100 is in the pre-cooling
state, the flow-path selector 112 opens communication (hy-
drogen fuel flow) between the fueling line 108 and the
pre-cooling line 110 (and may block hydrogen fuel flow
between the fueling line 108 and the nozzle, i.e., the nozzle
line 126), and the back-flow valve 114 opens communica-
tion (hydrogen fuel flow) through the pre-cooling line 110
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between the second and third portions 134, 136 thereof.
Hydrogen fuel is then fed from the fueling line 108 to the
pre-cooling line 110 and into the catch tank 116. From the
catch tank 116, the hydrogen fuel is compressed by the
compressor 118 and fed into the hydrogen fuel storage 104.

This causes the hydrogen fuel in the fueling line 108 to
move through the fueling line 108 and the pre-cooling line
110, thereby cooling the fueling line 108, the nozzle 106, the
breakaway 124, any fittings provided along the fueling line
108, and the pre-cooling line 110. It is noted that by the
configuration shown in FIG. 1, the pre-cooling line 110 runs
parallel to the fueling line 108, and connects to the fueling
line 108 at a terminal end thereof. The pre-cooling line 110
is also connected to the breakaway 124 and nozzle 106. By
providing the pre-cooling line 110 and fueling line 108 in the
shown manner, hydrogen fuel may flow through an entire
length of the fueling line 108, so as to cool all components
along the fueling line 108 (e.g., the breakaway 124, the
nozzle 106, etc.) Furthermore, this configuration may allow
the breakaway 124 to be cooled by the hydrogen fuel
flowing through the fueling line 108 and the pre-cooling line
110. In this regard, the breakaway 124 may include several
fittings and/or otherwise have a relatively high heat mass,
and therefore may benefit from being cooled by the fueling
line 108 and the pre-cooling line 110. Further still, this
configuration allows for a breakaway point to be provided in
both the fueling line 108 and pre-cooling line 110 at the
breakaway 124.

In the pre-cooling state, the movement of hydrogen fuel
through the fueling line 108 and into the pre-cooling circuit
102 may take place once, periodically, or continuously. For
example, hydrogen fuel may be continuously circulated
from the hydrogen fuel storage 104 through the fueling line
108 and the pre-cooling circuit 102. Alternatively, only the
hydrogen fuel in the fueling line 108 at the time the fueling
operation was discontinued may be moved through the
fueling line 108 into the pre-cooling circuit 110, or the
circulation of hydrogen fuel through the fueling line 108 and
the pre-cooling circuit 102 may take place periodically.

The pre-cooling controller 120 may control the dispenser
100 to change between the fueling state and the pre-cooling
state. The pre-cooling controller 120 may do so by control-
ling the flow-path selector 112 and/or the back-flow valve
114. The pre-cooling controller 120 may include a flow-path
selector controller 142, a condition detector 144, a tempera-
ture detector 146, a fueling operation detector 148, and a
timer 150.

The pre-cooling controller 120 may include one or more
processors (arithmetic processors), computers, hardware
elements, and software elements which are configured and/
or programmed to provide above-listed components and to
perform the herein-described functions. Particularly, each of
the flow-path selector controller 142, the condition detector
144, the temperature detector 146, the fueling operation
detector 148, and the timer 150 may be provided as one or
more processors (arithmetic processors), computers, hard-
ware elements, and software elements which are configured
to perform the herein-described functions. It is to be appre-
ciated that any of the flow-path selector controller 142, the
condition detector 144, the temperature detector 146, the
fueling operation detector 148, and the timer 150 may be
combined with one another or provided as two or more
elements.

The flow-path selector controller 142 may control the
flow-path selector 112 to change the dispenser 100 between
the fueling state and the pre-cooling state. The flow-path
selector controller 142 may also be configured to control the

40

45

8

back-flow valve 114 to open and block communication
through the pre-cooling line 110 between the second and
third portions 134, 136 thereof. Particularly, in the pre-
cooling state, the flow-path selector controller 142 may
control the flow-path selector 112 to open communication
(hydrogen fuel flow) between the fueling line 108 and the
pre-cooling line 110 (and may also control the flow-path
selector 112 to block hydrogen fuel flow between the fueling
line 108 and the nozzle, i.e., the nozzle line 126) and to
control the back-flow valve 114 to open communication
(hydrogen fuel flow) through the pre-cooling line 110
between the second and third portions 134, 136 thereof. In
the fueling state, the flow-path selector controller 142 is
configured to control the flow-path selector 112 to block
communication (hydrogen fuel flow) between the fueling
line 108 and the pre-cooling line 110 while opening com-
munication (hydrogen fuel flow) between the fueling line
108 and the nozzle line 126 (the nozzle) and to control the
back-flow valve 114 to block communication (hydrogen fuel
flow) through the pre-cooling line 100 between the second
and third portions 134, 136 thereof.

The dispenser 100 may be assumed to be in the fueling
state unless a predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser con-
dition is detected by the condition detector 144. In this
regard, the condition detector 144 detects the predetermined
hydrogen fuel dispenser condition, and when detected, com-
municates the detection to the flow-path selector controller
142. The flow-path selector controller 142 controls the
flow-path selector 112 and the back-flow valve 114 to place
the dispenser 100 in the pre-cooling state when the prede-
termined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition is detected, and
to otherwise place the dispenser 100 in the fueling state (i.e.,
when the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition
is not detected).

The predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition
may be any condition which indicates that the dispenser 100
may benefit from pre-cooling using the pre-cooling circuit
102. In other words, the predetermined hydrogen fuel dis-
penser condition may be any condition which indicates that
the fueling line 108, the nozzle 106, the breakaway 124, or
any fittings are (or are susceptible to) heating. For example,
the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition may
include one or more of: a temperature of hydrogen fuel in the
fueling line 108 exceeding a predetermined temperature; a
discontinuation of the fueling operation; and a passage of a
predetermined time following discontinuation of the fueling
operation without (prior to) resumption of the fueling opera-
tion.

One or more of the temperature detector 146, the fueling
operation detector 148, and the timer 150 may be used, in
conjunction with the condition detector 144, to detect the
predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition. It is to be
appreciated that any of the temperature detector 146, the
fueling operation detector 148, and the timer 150 may be
omitted when the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser
condition(s) used to control the flow-path selector 112 and
the back-flow valve 114 (i.e., the dispenser 100) do not
require the information obtained/generated thereby. The
below description will discuss the use of each of the tem-
perature detector 146, the fueling operation detector 148,
and the timer 150 in detecting the predetermined condition
(s) associated therewith.

The temperature detector 146 communicates with the
temperature sensor 122 to detect the temperature of hydro-
gen fuel in the fueling line 108. Particularly, the temperature
sensor 122 senses the temperature of the hydrogen fuel in the
fueling line 108, and communicates the sensed temperature
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to the temperature detector 146 (i.e., the pre-cooling con-
troller 120). The temperature sensor 122 may be positioned
between the hydrogen fuel storage 104 and the nozzle 106,
and so may sense the temperature of the hydrogen fuel in the
fueling line 108 at a position between the hydrogen fuel
storage 104 and the nozzle 106. Consequently, the tempera-
ture detector 146 detects the temperature of the hydrogen
fuel in the fueling line 108 at the position between the
hydrogen fuel storage 104 and the nozzle 106.

The hydrogen fuel temperature detected by the tempera-
ture detector 146 is communicated to the condition detector
144. The condition detector 144 may then determine
whether the hydrogen fuel temperature detected by the
temperature detector 146 exceeds the predetermined tem-
perature. If so, the condition detector 144 may detect the
predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition. Other-
wise, the condition detector 144 may not detect the prede-
termined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition (i.e., may detect
that the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition
does not exist).

The predetermined temperature may be experimentally
determined, modeled, etc., as the hydrogen fuel temperature
within the fueling line 108 which may have an affect on the
calculations performed during controlled fueling operations.
Alternatively, the predetermined temperature may be experi-
mentally determined, modeled, etc., as an upper limit of a
desired hydrogen fuel temperature, or set arbitrarily.

The fueling operation detector 148 detects whether the
fueling operation is taking place. Alternatively stated, the
fueling operation detector 148 is configured to detect a
discontinuation of the fueling operation (e.g., disengage-
ment of the nozzle 106 from the receptacle).

The dispenser 100 may include any number of sensors or
detectors which communicate with the fueling operation
detector 148 to allow the fueling operation detector 148 to
determine whether the fueling operation is taking place. For
example, a sensor may be provided on the nozzle 106 to
detect engagement of the nozzle 106 with the receptacle.
When engaged, the fueling operation detector 148 may
detect that the fueling operation is taking place; when
disengaged, the fueling operation detector 148 may detect
that the fueling operation is not taking place/is discontinued.
Alternatively, a detection of flow rate of hydrogen fuel using
a flow meter through any one or more of the fueling line 108
and the nozzle 106 may be used to determine whether the
fueling operation is taking place.

The fueling operation detector 148 may communicate the
detection of whether the fueling operation is taking place to
the condition detector 144. When the fueling operation
detector 148 detects that the fueling operation is discontin-
ued (not taking place and/or has stopped), and communi-
cates this detection to the condition detector 144, the con-
dition detector 144 may detect the predetermined hydrogen
fuel dispenser condition. When the fueling operation detec-
tor 148 detects that the fueling operation is taking place, and
communicates this detection to the condition detector 144,
the condition detector 144 may not detect the predetermined
hydrogen fuel dispenser condition (i.e., may detect that the
predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition does not
exist).

The timer 150 detects a time passed following a discon-
tinuation of the fueling operation. The timer 150 may
communicate with the fueling operation detector 148 to
receive an input at a time when the fueling operation is
detected to be discontinued. The timer 150 then detects a
time passed following the discontinuation of the fueling
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operation without (prior to) a resumption of the fueling
operation (i.e., a time between fueling operations).

The timer 150 may detect the passage of a predetermined
time following discontinuation of the fueling operation
without (prior to) resumption of the fueling operation. The
predetermined time may be, e.g., experimentally deter-
mined, modeled, etc., as a time required for hydrogen fuel in
the fueling line 108 to increase to the predetermined tem-
perature. Alternatively, the predetermined time may be arbi-
trarily set.

The timer 150 may communicate with the condition
detector 144 when the passage of the predetermined time
following discontinuation of the fueling operation without
(prior to) resumption of the fueling operation is detected.
Upon receipt of this communication, the condition detector
144 may detect the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser
condition. If this communication is not received, and when
the condition detector 144 receives an input from the fueling
operation detector 148 indicating that the fueling operation
has resumed, the condition detector 144 may not detect the
predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition (i.e., may
detect that the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser con-
dition does not exist).

As an alternative to the above, the timer 150 may simply
detect the time passed following discontinuation of the
fueling operation, and communicate the time information to
the condition detector 144. The condition detector 144 may
then determine whether the time passed, as communicated
by the timer 150, exceeds the predetermined time. If so, the
condition detector 144 may detect the predetermined hydro-
gen fuel dispenser condition; otherwise, the condition detec-
tor 144 may not detect the predetermined hydrogen fuel
dispenser condition (i.e., may detect that the predetermined
hydrogen fuel dispenser condition does not exist).

Any or all of the above mechanisms may be used to detect
the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition. More-
over, the above mechanisms may be combined with one
another. For example, the condition detector 144 may
receive inputs from all of the temperature detector 146, the
fueling operation detector 148, and the timer 150, and may
detect the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition
when at least one of: the temperature of hydrogen fuel in the
fueling line 108 is detected by the temperature detector 146
to exceed the predetermined temperature; discontinuation of
the fueling operation is detected by the fueling operation
detector 148; and the passage of the predetermined time is
detected by the timer 150.

As another example, the condition detector 144 may
detect the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition
when either: the temperature of hydrogen fuel in the fueling
line 108 is detected by the temperature detector 146 to
exceed the predetermined temperature; or passage of the
predetermined time is detected by the timer 150. As another
example, the condition detector 144 may receive inputs from
both the temperature detector 146 and the fueling operation
detector 148. In such a configuration, the condition detector
144 may detect the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser
condition when both: the temperature detector 146 detects
that the hydrogen fuel temperature exceeds the predeter-
mined temperature; and the fueling operation detector 148
detects discontinuation of the fueling operation. Further-
more, the condition detector 144 may be operated by an
operator to select the specific input by which the detection
of the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition is
made.

As noted above, when the predetermined hydrogen fuel
dispenser condition is detected by the condition detector
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144, the flow-path selector controller 142 may control the
flow-path selector 112 (or the flow-path selector 112 and the
back-flow valve 114) to place the dispenser 100 in the
pre-cooling state. When the predetermined hydrogen fuel
dispenser condition is not detected by the condition detector
144 (i.e., is detected to not exist), the flow-path selector
controller 142 may control the flow-path selector 112 (or the
flow-path selector 112 and the back-flow valve 114) to place
the dispenser 100 in the fueling state.

As also noted above, circulating the hydrogen fuel
through the pre-cooling circuit 102 may be continuously
performed once the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser
condition is detected, may be performed only for hydrogen
fuel in the fueling line 108 at the time the predetermined
hydrogen fuel dispenser condition is detected, or may be
periodically done. For example, the pre-cooling controller
120 may continuously monitor the hydrogen fuel tempera-
ture, and circulate hydrogen fuel through the pre-cooling
circuit 102 only so long as the hydrogen fuel temperature
remains above the predetermined temperature. Once the
hydrogen fuel temperature drops below the predetermined
temperature, the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser
condition may no longer be detected (i.e., may be detected
to not exist), and the flow-path selector controller 142 may
control the flow-path selector 112 (or the flow-path selector
112 and the back-flow valve 114) to change the dispenser
100 from the pre-cooling state to the fueling state.

It is to be appreciated that while the pre-cooling controller
120 is described above as operating in consideration of the
temperature of hydrogen fuel within the fueling line 108, the
pre-cooling controller 120 may alternatively operate based
on a temperature of any or all of the fueling line 108, the
nozzle 106, the breakaway 124, and the fittings. That is, the
temperature sensor 122 may measure the temperature of any
or all of the fueling line 108, the nozzle 106, the breakaway
124, and the fittings, the temperature detector 146 may
therefore detect the temperature of any or all of the fueling
line 108, the nozzle 106, the breakaway 124, and the fittings,
and the condition detector 144 may detect or not detect the
predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition based on
the detected temperature of any or all of the fueling line 108,
the nozzle 106, the breakaway 124, and the fittings.

The dispenser 100 and pre-cooling circuit 102 are
described above as having the pre-cooling circuit 102 feed
the hydrogen fuel from the fueling line 108 back into the
hydrogen fuel storage 104 for high pressure storage, and
eventual feeding back into the fueling line 108. However,
the pre-cooling circuit 102 may be configured to direct
hydrogen fuel to someplace other than the hydrogen fuel
storage 104. The pre-cooling circuit 102 is configured to
circulate the hydrogen fuel to cool the hydrogen fuel, the
fueling line 108, the nozzle 106, the breakaway 124, and any
fittings. A pre-cooling circuit connected to the fueling line
108 at one end and having any terminal point is considered
to be within the scope of the instant disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 3, a hydrogen fuel dispenser 200
(hereinafter, “dispenser 200”) is shown with a pre-cooling
circuit 202 that directs hydrogen fuel from the fueling line
108 to someplace other than the hydrogen fuel storage 104.
The dispenser 200 is substantially similar to the dispenser
100. The same reference numerals are used to indicate
components in the dispenser 200 which are the same as those
in the dispenser 100.

In the dispenser 200, hydrogen fuel may be fed into the
fueling line 108 from the hydrogen fuel source 152. The
feeding of the hydrogen fuel into the fueling line 108 from
the hydrogen fuel source 152 may be direct or indirect.
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Additionally, in the pre-cooling circuit 202, the pre-cooling
line 110 may feed hydrogen fuel from the fueling line 108
to the catch tank 116, through the compressor 118, and into
the hydrogen fuel storage 104.

The pre-cooling circuit 202 of the dispenser 200 may
further include a recirculation line 154 which takes hydro-
gen fuel from one of the hydrogen fuel storage 104 and the
compressor 118. The recirculation line 154 may feed the
hydrogen fuel from the hydrogen fuel storage 104 and the
compressor 118 into the fueling line 108 at a position
upstream from the connection between the fueling line 108
and the pre-cooling line 110. Alternatively, the recirculation
line 154 may feed the hydrogen fuel from the hydrogen fuel
storage 104 and the compressor 118 into the hydrogen fuel
source 152. As a further alternative, the hydrogen fuel may
be released into the atmosphere. In FIG. 3, the end of the
recirculation line 154 is indicated with reference numeral 1.
As shown, the end 1 may terminate at the hydrogen fuel
source 152 or at the fueling line 108 in the first portion 128
thereof.

Though not shown, the end 1 may terminate as an outlet
which releases the hydrogen fuel into the atmosphere.
Depending on the end 1 used, the hydrogen fuel storage 104,
the compressor 118, and/or the catch tank 116 may be
omitted. For example, hydrogen fuel may be released into
the atmosphere prior to reaching the catch tank 116; in such
a configuration, the catch tank 116, the compressor 118, and
the hydrogen fuel storage 104 may be omitted.

It is to be appreciated that additional regulating mecha-
nisms may be employed to control the flow of the hydrogen
fuel during fueling. Alternatively, the flow-path selector 112
may serve as the only or primary regulating mechanism used
to regulate the flow and dispensing of hydrogen fuel during
fueling (i.e., the flow-path selector 112 may selectively
block and open the nozzle line 126, in different degrees, to
control the flow and dispensing of hydrogen fuel).

The above description discusses the heating of the fueling
line 108, the breakaway 124, the nozzle 106, and the fittings
of the dispenser 100. However, it is to be appreciated that
only a subset of these components may experience heating
between fueling operations. It is also to be appreciated that
the dispenser 100 may include other components that may
be heated between fueling operations.

It will be appreciated that various of the above-disclosed
and other features and functions, or alternatives or varieties
thereof, may be desirably combined into many other differ-
ent systems or applications. Also that various presently
unforeseen or unanticipated alternatives, modifications,
variations or improvements therein may be subsequently
made by those skilled in the art which are also intended to
be encompassed by the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A hydrogen fuel dispenser, comprising:

a nozzle for engaging and dispensing hydrogen fuel to a
receptacle, the nozzle including a nozzle line, disposed
within a nozzle body, through which hydrogen fuel is
dispensed to the receptacle;

a fueling line connecting the nozzle line to a hydrogen
fuel storage for communicating hydrogen fuel from the
hydrogen fuel storage to the nozzle line, the fueling line
connecting to the nozzle line within the nozzle body;

a pre-cooling line connected to the fueling line down-
stream from the hydrogen fuel storage, within the
nozzle body, for pre-cooling hydrogen fuel; and

a flow-path selector provided at a connection between the
fueling line and the precooling line within the nozzle
body, the flow-path selector selectively: blocking
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hydrogen fuel flow between the fueling line and the
pre-cooling line while opening hydrogen fuel flow
between the fueling line and the nozzle line; and
opening hydrogen fuel flow between the fueling line
and the pre-cooling line; and

a pre-cooling controller detecting a predetermined hydro-
gen fuel dispenser condition, and controlling the flow-
path selector to: open hydrogen fuel flow between the
fueling line and the pre-cooling line when the prede-
termined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition is detected;
and otherwise block hydrogen fuel flow between the
fueling line and the pre-cooling line while opening
hydrogen fuel flow between the fueling line and the
nozzle line,

wherein the pre-cooling controller comprises:

a fueling operation detector detecting discontinuation of a
fueling operation of dispensing hydrogen fuel to the
receptacle based on inputs received from at least one
of: a flow meter in at least one of the fueling line and
the nozzle; and a sensor detecting engagement and
disengagement of the nozzle with the receptacle; and

a timer configured to detect passage of a predetermined
time following discontinuation of the fueling operation
without resumption of the fueling operation, wherein
the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition is
detected by the pre-cooling controller when passage of
the predetermined time is detected by the timer, and

discontinuation of the fueling operation is detected by the
fueling operation detector when dispensing of hydro-
gen fuel to the receptacle ceases.

2. The hydrogen fuel dispenser according to claim 1,
comprising a temperature sensor disposed in the fueling line
at a position between the hydrogen fuel storage and the
nozzle, the temperature sensor sensing a temperature of
hydrogen fuel in the fueling line and communicating with
the pre-cooling controller,

wherein the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser con-
dition is detected by the pre-cooling controller when
the temperature of hydrogen fuel in the fueling line is
sensed by the temperature sensor to exceed a predeter-
mined temperature.

3. The hydrogen fuel dispenser according to claim 1,

comprising:

a catch tank provided in the pre-cooling line, the catch
tank holding hydrogen fuel at a low pressure.

4. The hydrogen fuel dispenser according to claim 3,

comprising:

a compressor provided in the pre-cooling line at a position
downstream from the catch tank, the compressor com-
pressing hydrogen fuel from the catch tank for high
pressure storage.

5. The hydrogen fuel dispenser according to claim 4,
wherein the pre-cooling line connects the fueling line to the
hydrogen fuel storage with the catch tank and the compres-
sor disposed between the fueling line and the hydrogen fuel
storage, the catch tank holding hydrogen fuel at low pres-
sure, and the compressor compressing hydrogen fuel from
the catch tank for high pressure storage in the hydrogen fuel
storage.

6. The hydrogen fuel dispenser according to claim 1,
wherein the flow-path selector and the connection between
the fueling line and the pre-cooling line are disposed in the
nozzle.

7. The hydrogen fuel dispenser according to claim 1,
wherein the pre-cooling line connects the fueling line with
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the hydrogen fuel storage such that hydrogen fuel flows
through the pre-cooling line from the fueling line to the
hydrogen fuel storage.

8. The hydrogen fuel dispenser according to claim 1,
wherein the pre-cooling line communicates hydrogen fuel
back into the fueling line at a position upstream from the
connection between the fueling line and the pre-cooling line.

9. A pre-cooling controller for a hydrogen fuel dispenser
having a fueling line connecting a hydrogen fuel storage and
a nozzle line of a nozzle for dispensing hydrogen fuel to a
receptacle, a pre-cooling circuit including a pre-cooling line
connected to the fueling line at a position downstream from
the hydrogen fuel storage, and a flow-path selector provided
at a connection between the fueling line and the precooling
line, the flow-path selector selectively: blocking hydrogen
fuel flow between the fueling line and the pre-cooling line
while opening hydrogen fuel flow between the fueling line
and the nozzle line; and opening hydrogen fuel flow between
the fueling line and the pre-cooling line, the pre-cooling
controller comprising:

a condition detector detecting a predetermined hydrogen

fuel dispenser condition;

a fueling operation detector detecting discontinuation of a
fueling operation of dispensing hydrogen fuel to the
receptacle based on inputs received from at least one
of: a flow meter in at least one of the fueling line and
the nozzle; and a sensor detecting engagement and
disengagement of the nozzle with the receptacle,
wherein discontinuation of the fueling operation occurs
when dispensing of hydrogen fuel to the receptacle
ceases;

a timer detecting passage of a predetermined time fol-
lowing discontinuation of the fueling operation prior to
resumption of the fueling operation; and

a flow-path selector controller controlling the flow-path
selector to: open hydrogen fuel flow between the fuel-
ing line and the pre-cooling line when the predeter-
mined hydrogen fuel dispenser condition is detected by
the condition detector; and otherwise block hydrogen
fuel flow between the fueling line and the pre-cooling
line while opening hydrogen fuel flow between the
fueling line and the nozzle line, wherein the condition
detector detects the predetermined hydrogen fuel dis-
penser condition when at least discontinuation of the
fueling operation is detected by the fueling operation
detector and passage of the predetermined time is
detected by the timer.

10. A method for pre-cooling hydrogen fuel in a hydrogen
fuel dispenser that includes a pre-cooling circuit in the
hydrogen fuel dispenser, the pre-cooling circuit including a
pre-cooling line connected to a fueling line of the hydrogen
fuel dispenser at a position on the fueling line downstream
from a hydrogen fuel storage and upstream from a nozzle
line of a nozzle for dispensing hydrogen fuel to a receptacle,
and a flow-path selector provided at a connection between
the pre-cooling line and the fueling line, comprising:

detecting whether a predetermined hydrogen fuel dis-
penser condition exists by:
detecting discontinuation of a fueling operation of

dispensing hydrogen fuel to the receptacle;
detecting passage of a predetermined time following
discontinuation of the fueling operation without
resumption of the fueling operation; and
detecting the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser
condition when passage of the predetermined time is
detected;
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controlling the flow-path selector to open hydrogen fuel
flow between the fueling line and the pre-cooling line
when the predetermined hydrogen fuel dispenser con-
dition is detected to exist; and

otherwise controlling the flow-path selector to block
hydrogen fuel flow between the fueling line and the
pre-cooling line while opening hydrogen fuel flow
between the fueling line and the nozzle line.

11. The method according to claim 10, further compris-

ing:

compressing hydrogen fuel in the pre-cooling line and
returning the compressed hydrogen fuel in the pre-
cooling line to the hydrogen fuel storage.
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